COPA news
Building caring Christian communities

The children of Bombita and La Hoya join with the staff,
volunteers and committee members in sending you best
wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
In this issue of COPA news you can read about different ways of raising money for
the continuing work of COPA in the Dominican Republic and one of them won’t
cost you a penny! Also read about the committee in the UK, an award winning
mum, news of activities in the schools and the celebrations held to mark the 20th
Anniversary of the opening of the COPA school in La Hoya.
The children have been busy making Christmas cards for their sponsors and have also had their photographs taken this term. We hope
the photos will be available in time to be posted with this Newsletter
but if not they will be sent to you with the next Newsletter in the spring.

Visit the COPA website: www.copa.org.uk
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A view of Machu Picchu

Also spread out over a few weeks was taking photographs of every student in both
schools . This is really fun for us because it helps to learn their names and most are
so excited to have their picture taken. The youngest kids are hilarious because they
don’t know how to smile on command, and the oldest suddenly get very shy when
the camera is aimed at them. The process can also become confusing because
many students do not know their official name! (Editor’s note: we hope that the
photos will be available to send out to sponsors with this Newsletter. If they do not
arrive in time we will forward them with the next Newsletter due in the Spring).
Christmas Cards! A lot of work has been done to ensure that the Christmas cards
arrive in the US and UK in time for them to be sent to the sponsors. Amanda and
the gap year girls in La Hoya, Becky and Bethany, designed the cards and sent
over the templates to Bombita. Hattie and Stephanie in Bombita then worked with
the teachers and children to get each card decorated.
During the term we co-led a workshop in which we discussed the importance of
setting high expectations for all students. We also gave concrete strategies that will
work in any classroom to help meet these high expectations. We used dramas
performed by the two of us, asked the teachers to create their own dramas
showcasing specific strategies, had open discussion, and asked the teachers to
reflect upon their own classrooms to think of which strategies they might most like
to use or which would have most impact. Many strategies were already being used:
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Amanda, one of our Education Advisors in the DR writes:
In September we celebrated COPA La Hoya’s 20th anniversary! We formed a committee of teachers and myself
to plan the activities. Each day we opened each tanda*
with a small assembly. In each assembly we had a guest speaker and a
drama depicting different time periods in La Hoya. (*see page 8 for meaning of tanda)

struction of the school. Pupils from the first grade put
on a drama in which they used jumbo lego to depict
the construction of the school, and the little girls
pretended to bring water to wet the concrete and
the throats of the men. Also, in class the students
made hats, badges, and sashes.

Monday we heard from Sindel and Mauricio who were students in the school before
COPA arrived. They also directed a drama in which we saw some of the personalities of
former teachers and students, as well as some of the poor conditions of the school.
Also, former teacher Delila made a
poster for each classroom describing how the class was before and
how it has changed over the years.
Throughout the week students
were seen reading these posters.

Thursday we heard from the meritorious students
from last year’s graduating class, and saw a
drama showcasing the excellence of the school,
the teachers, and the students today. The students all wore their hats, badges and sashes all
day. It made the school very festive.

Tuesday we heard from Domingo
who was on the commission to
build a new school. We also saw a
drama depicting the commission
seeking out Sebert, Sebert visiting
La Hoya and approving the project.

The two boys who performed the drama depicting
Domingo and Sebert. Below: a class proudly
wearing the sashes which they had made.

Wednesday we heard from Perez
and Delila, who worked on the con-
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On Friday we saw a drama showing the
differences between the clinic before COPA and
after. Friday afternoon we had the ceremony. The
children had created the decorations in art class
all week, we put up a sun shade, set out chairs in
front of the library. We invited all past and present
teachers and staff, some key members from the
community, Connie, Verona, the members of the
Fundacion, and more. Also in attendance were
five children from each grade 3-7, and the entire
8th grade class. Patrick opened with the welcome,
Connie gave a brief history of COPA, we heard
from Merquelin, Pastor Pedro, and the president of the Padres and Amigos committee.
Some awards of recognition were given out to
Manuel , a member of the maintenance
many people who had left their mark on COPA. The
staff for many years, with birthday badge. 8th grade put on a play
that went more into detail
of forming the commission
to ask for a school, visiting
with Sebert, and the plan
to build the school. Others
students put on dances,
and Mauricio prepared a
picture slide show that
was entertaining to all.
Afterwards we served
cheese and salami and
crackers, cake, and soda.
I thought it turned out
beautifully, and that it truly
honoured those in the
community
that
have
worked so hard for the
school we see today.
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During the second week of school
welcoming events were held for the
new students, fun activities were
held during recess, and the importance of respect amongst classmates, teachers, and staff was
stressed to all. Good study habits,
maintaining personal hygiene, and
getting lots of sleep and a balanced
diet were all discussed as important
factors in education.
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attend school in the morning or the afternoon. See article on page 6)
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each day, only one or two teachers were absent from their centre. All involved said
they enjoyed the experience and for most it was beneficial.

A view of Machu Picchu

Also spread out over a few weeks was taking photographs of every student in both
schools . This is really fun for us because it helps to learn their names and most are
so excited to have their picture taken. The youngest kids are hilarious because they
don’t know how to smile on command, and the oldest suddenly get very shy when
the camera is aimed at them. The process can also become confusing because
many students do not know their official name! (Editor’s note: we hope that the
photos will be available to send out to sponsors with this Newsletter. If they do not
arrive in time we will forward them with the next Newsletter due in the Spring).
Christmas Cards! A lot of work has been done to ensure that the Christmas cards
arrive in the US and UK in time for them to be sent to the sponsors. Amanda and
the gap year girls in La Hoya, Becky and Bethany, designed the cards and sent
over the templates to Bombita. Hattie and Stephanie in Bombita then worked with
the teachers and children to get each card decorated.
During the term we co-led a workshop in which we discussed the importance of
setting high expectations for all students. We also gave concrete strategies that will
work in any classroom to help meet these high expectations. We used dramas
performed by the two of us, asked the teachers to create their own dramas
showcasing specific strategies, had open discussion, and asked the teachers to
reflect upon their own classrooms to think of which strategies they might most like
to use or which would have most impact. Many strategies were already being used:
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Moises is settling in nicely in his role as School Director in Bombita.
He hasnets,
volleyballs,of the
volleyshown great initiative and passion for the work. He is taking advantage
ball nets, and 82
relationships he has built with the school staff over the years, as he has
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distributed among
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shops and other ways to address those weaknesses. He has also
addressed
communities.
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great success, and
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early next summer.

Take a look at day to day news from COPA in La Hoya
and Who
Bombita
http://copa365.blogspot.com
needs a ladder? Fixing the
net the Dominican way.

Contact names
and addresses
for COPA UK:
Treasurer:
Mr David Rush
Flat 98, Block B,
The Paragon,
Boston Park Road,
BRENTFORD,
Middlesex, TW8 9RP

An apology

Unfortunately, when the September newsletter
was posted a small batch of envelopes slipped
through the net and were sent out without
postage stamps.
We apologise to those
sponsors who either did not receive their
newsletter or had to pay extra postage.

Sponsorship Secretary
for both La Hoya and
Bombita:
Mrs Sandra Samways
57 Pauls Croft
CRICKLADE
Wiltshire
SN6 6AJ
Treasurer:
COPA Guernsey
Mr Peter Keeling
Les Poplairs
Rue du Felconte
ST SAVIOURS
Guernsey
GY7 9QD
Guernsey Sponsorship
Secretary:
Mrs Margaret Keeling
Les Poplairs
Rue du Felconte
ST SAVIOURS
Guernsey
GY7 9QD

Lining up to take part in the sack race during sports day

Sponsorship
Letters and Cards
The address for your letters and cards is:

Child’s name and sponsorship number
Escuela de COPA (Bombita or La Hoya)
Apartado 42
BARAHONA
Dominican Republic
Please could you write your name and address on the
reverse of the envelope. This will help the volunteers when
they are delivering the letters and cards to the children.
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