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It's all change again here as I take over the newsletter 

following a short break to take my university finals. 

As always it has been a busy few months for COPA. 

The school year is well underway and the schools are

getting ready for Christmas - read about what the 

students have been up to in La Hoya and Bombita 

COPA UK held a successful AGM in September - 

Elizabeth Robertson reflects on the day.  

Our new website is now live - make sure you visit 

www.copa.international to keep up to date with 

everything going on in the Dominican Republic and 

with the UK and American committees. You can also 

find the newsletters in full colour! For those of you on 

Facebook and Instagram, you can now follow COPA 

and see lots of photos from La Hoya and Bombita.  

From all of us at COPA, we hope you have a lovely 

Christmas and a happy New Year.  

Bryony Clear Hill

December 2017



The past few weeks in Bombita have been more 

alive than ever. Of course, there is the constant of 

people sat outside their houses always 

socialising, but nothing will compare to the 

village’s ‘White March’. This occurred on the 25th 

November; the march itself was to do with giving 

thanks to God and included a van in which 

members of various church bands in the village 

rode, constantly swapping between marching 

and playing. With the two pastors who rode with 

 them singing and preaching constantly, there 

was never a break in the music. The march itself 

consisted of everyone dressed fully in white and 

dancing and marching with the truck, the 

children all waving little hand-made white flags 

with phrases about God written on them. It went 

on well in to the evening, concluding in the 

basketball court where people sat to watch and 

dance to more music played by the church bands 

on a large stage, and to listen to guest preachers. 

The venue was full of people, not just from 

Bombita but various other villages as well, with 

buses lined up outside the court. 

This has not been the only source of large scale

excitement within the village these past few 

weeks, as the 1st December brought with it some  

Updates from 

Bombita
by Amelia Constantine
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wonderful celebrations within the school. The 

children dressed up in red, several of the boys 

wearing Christmas bauble earrings and 

teachers dressed in various Christmas outfits. 

The most prominent outfit was worn by Santa 

who lead the students around the school in a 

small parade of Spanish Christmas carols, 

which they sang to the different grades in their 

classrooms. The children were playing drums 

and various percussion instruments whilst 

teachers also played the drums and sang. 

Christmas is such a huge celebration here and 

the children have all spent time creating 

various Christmas trees out of paper and bottle 

caps or old CDs for their classrooms and 

different parts of the school making it look like 

a Caribbean version of a winter wonderland. 

The murals on the walls outside the school 

received some attention this October, as a 

volunteer from the USA, Meghan Gillies raised 

funds for paint and re-did the old murals.  



The three founders portraits, the flag and COPA 

logo remain, with the lovely addition of a world 

map. She also gave the Kindergarten classroom 

some attention and painted some beautiful 

animals for the children on the walls. There are 

plans for the Project Trust volunteers to continue 

her work and re-paint the games for the children 

in the playground as well as hopefully adding 

more. October also brought with it the making of 

Christmas cards for the children’s sponsors, 

which they were all ecstatic about, all set on 

trying to produce the nicest work they could for 

their sponsors as well as being very excited about 

glue and glitter. 

The work of the children for the past few months 

in Art has started as individual work that then 

combined in to group work to make large scale 

projects for their grades. In First and Second 

grade they have been making a large-scale parrot 

out of multicoloured handprints and a mermaid 

with the children creating the tail, although 

Second grade did get a break lesson where they 

made flowers instead. Third and Fourth grade 

have made a giant octopus for the ceiling in the 

classroom to go with their adventurers theme. 

Fifth and Sixth grade have been studying 

different cultures and recently made different 

flags to create bunting for their classrooms. 
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The school in Bombita is always doing 

something and as the weeks continue to 

move towards Christmas here, it’s exciting to 

see the children’s growing excitement for 

their Christmas boxes, and the general 

enthusiasm for the Christmas season.  



Here in Copa La Hoya, there has been lots going on over the past few months. 

Following work by the government to strengthen the school buildings, the school is getting 

back to normal and everything should be finished in the near future. The staff at La Hoya 

worked really hard to make sure that the students were back in their classrooms as soon as 

possible - as you can see below! 

The weekly assemblies, run by Franya Perez, continue to be a brilliant part of the school week. 

From interactive games to important short plays by the drama group, it’s a great way to bring all 

the students and teachers together for some fun outside of the classroom. 

English and Art classes are going really well. In Art, students have been learning about different 

cultures around the world and optical illusions. Meanwhile in English lots of new vocabulary 

has been learned. 

Now that Christmas is just around the corner, the children have been getting increasingly 

excited and there is a real Christmas feel within the school. Each class of students has made a 

Christmas tree, painted it and made lots of decorations for the classes. Also, on the 1st of day of 

advent, each class took part in a Christmas parade around each of the other classes, which was 

followed by a festive hot chocolate made by Sylvia. 

Updates from La Hoya
by Tiffany Galindo, Jessica Edwards and Ailsa Lamond
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This year's AGM was held at the United Church, Cricklade on Saturday 30th September 2017.  It 

was both interesting and informative, with talks from Peter Gardner, Chair of COPA UK, and Teressa 

Cornish who had just returned from the DR after 4 years there as an education advisor. 

Peter talked about the highlights of the year including: 

* Excellent examination results achieved in both schools this year 

* The re-opening of La Hoya school buildings after prolonged work to earthquake-proof them 

* The appointment of Candy as Project Director, the first Dominican to hold the post, bringing to 

the position her understanding of DR culture and administrative processes and of Nairobi.  Once a 

pupil at La Hoya Nairobi had gone on to University, graduated in accountancy and is now working 

as a part-time finance administrator. 

* The move from semi-private status of the schools to public with all associated implications

Peter thanked all the volunteers for their unstinting work often in challenging circumstances, the 

sponsors for their commitment to COPA and the Committee for their support.   

On behalf of all involved in COPA, Peter presented Teressa with a gift as a token of appreciation for 

her many years of service. 

Teressa's presentation, accompanied by screened photographs gave the audience a real insight 

into working in the DR and living in the communities there.  She brought the DR "to life" for us as 

she spoke about living and working there and explained that change cannot be rushed.  She spoke 

about the many challenges facing the volunteers in general - culture, language, climate and of 

those that she had faced in her four years as education advisor -  staffing shortages, changing 

status of the schools, building projects. The hard work and enthusiasm of all the volunteers and the 

PT girls, working with the communities and demonstrating good practice in education and the 

value of education gave these students opportunities that would otherwise have been denied 

them.  Seeing the achievements including impressive examination results at the end of the year and 

hearing about the successes of former COPA students going on to graduate from University and 

now embarking on their chosen careers was rewarding.   

Teressa's talk was inspiring and I'm sure everyone present felt renewed determination to play their 

part in the future of COPA.  More sponsors are always welcome - please spread the word and direct 

friends and family to the engaging new website at www.copa.international. 

At the formal business part of the meeting, the Committee was re-elected en bloc and they were 

delighted to learn that Teressa was interested in serving.  She was duly elected. 

Sebert closed the meeting with prayers after which a light lunch was enjoyed by all. 

COPA AGM
by Elizabeth Robertson

Fundraise for COPA
Did you know you could be raising donations for COPA every time you shop online? 

 

All you need to do is register at: http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/copa/ 

 

When you make an online purchase the retailer makes a donation to COPA. Funds can be 

raised on everything from weekly shops to vacations and it doesn't cost you a single 

penny extra! 



My first experience of being in the DR was in 2001 

when I went with Sebert and Doreen as part of a 

workgroup to the COPA schools. During my time 

there I was able to meet up with my sponsor child 

and his family. It was a memorable experience. Later, 

in 2003, I was appointed as the education adviser 

for COPA, and spent the next two years living and 

working in the villages. Since then I have visited the 

villages three times over the last 12 years, once as 

part of another workgroup , another time 

representing COPA UK as the chairperson and more 

recently with my new husband!  A few months ago I 

got married and John wanted to see where I had 

 worked in the DR as he had heard so much about 

my time out there. 

Firstly  we met Connie on our way in from Santo 

Domingo. John was driving (brave or mad??) so we 

were able to divert from the main road. Connie was 

in church, painting the walls!!!  It was so lovely to see 

her again; she is looking well. We arranged to go 

back to church the following day, Sunday. 

Sunday there were only a few at the service but I 

recognised a number of the young people. Jose   

Returning to the 

Dominican Republic
by Jeanne Butcher (previously Bergin)
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and Diego were providing the music, Yuraidi, 

Lorani and Nirobi led the worship and Fransi 

read from the bible. All those young people, 

except from Fransi, were in either the village 

school or Licateba when I was there. Fransi 

wasn't even at school!  They are all confident, 

smart, young Christians.  Most of them could 

understand and speak English with us. They 

are a very good example of what COPA and 

Connie can and has achieved. 

On Monday we went to La Hoya in the 

morning and met Candy. Connie also joined us 

to walk around the school. As we walked 

through the gate by the pre-school room the 

mess hit me. There was rubble outside their 

classroom and further on outside the block of 3 

classrooms it was very messy. Fortunately 

when we went into the preschool room it was 

bright and tidy and the children were happily 

working. We went in all the classrooms;  it was 

early days and the display boards were still 

empty BUT they were back in their proper 

classrooms. Hurray! A great deal of work needs 

to be done . The government has more to do 

and then the COPA staff can finish the job.

Connie assured me that it would all get sorted. 

The community had been in to help to get the

classrooms ready for the start of the year which 

is always good to hear. They want their 

children to be back in the lovely COPA school. 

Candy, I feel sure, will continue what she 

started and that was to get the school 

functioning properly again. It was good to see 

Nirobi and Rosalba, both ex-COPA students, 

busily working as employees in the school. 

In the afternoon we went to Bombita where we 

met Tiffany and her husband, Joel, and the PT 

girls. They were all very welcoming. The girls 

seemed pleased that they were all living 

together. They were planning their lessons and 

talking about how they could help in each 

other's classrooms. They said they were 

already loving the island and the village. 

We joined them for lunch in the new dining 

room!! What a huge space. Everywhere here 

looked clean and hygienic; the kitchen staff  
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were even wearing hats and face-masks. The 

food was tasty and the children enjoyed the food 

- and so did we!  I always did enjoy rice and beans 

but the bonus this time was the addition of meat, 

which was tender. 

After lunch we made our way around the school. 

The difference between the two schools was 

amazing. Bombita was still looking good, the 

gardens were attractive and everything was 

orderly. La Hoya will look like this again I am sure. 

The new classrooms blended in so well it was 

difficult to know where the new classrooms 

started and where the old ones finished if you 

had not been before. Diego now works in the 

office and the library. He gave us a guided tour of 

all the new areas. He speaks very good English 

and is a real asset in the school. Diego has such a 

charisma about him, when he stood at the door of 

the classrooms the children immediately wanted 

to listen to him. We went into Jose's room and the 

children were very attentive. Jose had been a star 

student at Licateba in 2004 so I am pleased he is 

working in Bombita. His English is so good he 

teaches English! Another asset to COPA. 

We joined Tiffany in the younger childrens' 

classrooms. She was actually doing the teaching 

as she wanted to introduce the white boards she 

had got for them. A real mix of abilities in one 

room; some of them were very attentive, eager 

and able, others needed more help. A bit like 

many English classrooms! As always the children 

were looking very smart. 

In both schools there were many familiar faces 

from when I was there in 2003/5. Esperansa had  

been a teaching assistant now she is a teacher.   

Javiel had been the librarian now he is a teacher 

and many other teachers were still teaching there. 

Staff enjoy working for COPA maybe because 

COPA is good to them if they work hard. But also I 

think because the teaching environment and the 

support they get from the education advisors is so 

much better than anything they would get in a 

government school. Even some of the cleaners 

were the same! Past volunteers will remember 

Tom Jones......a female cleaner! Also Nena, who 

many years ago had a miracle baby as the baby 

was born following cancer. Manuel and Perez, the 

caretakers in each of the schools, are still working 

for COPA. 

If this has been my last visit to the villages then I 

feel pleased to know that the vision which Sebert 

and Doreen told me about back in 1992 has been 

followed through. Many, many people are proud 

of what has been achieved. I have witnessed many 

changes over the past 25 years. In the initial 

photos taken in La Hoya the children looked 

sad.....they were waiting for something, but what? 

Sebert and Doreen knew what! Now, the children 

in both villages are smiley, alert, happy to be in 

school and looking well fed and healthy. The 

school buildings and playing fields have been 

extended beyond recognition. The children and 

their families are very fortunate because the 

children have an education, and everyone has a 

clinic to go to when they need it.  There is now 

even a Dominican person as the Project Director, 

for the first time.  What a difference COPA has 

made to the lives of the people in these villages. 



1995 marked the last full year of construction in La 

Hoya.   The new Dining Area had been completed 

and we thought all that was left was the Reception 

Room and Two Volunteers Apartments.  The school 

roll was reaching 400 (Up from just 40 and in fact we

were to return in later years to build a new art room 

and two further classrooms).  Later COPA also 

purchased a large field adjacent to the school for 

use as a playing field together with an area in which 

to construct a basketball court. 

In January 1995 we were delighted to hear that a 

young man, Matt Barlow, who had recently 

graduated was volunteering to come to La Hoya 

from Gloucester to work on the project for two years 

and Josie Gordon would be coming too. Their first 

task was to work on the construction of two 

apartments where they would live. Neither had any 

experience of building but worked at it 

enthusiastically and during their time in La Hoya 

they gave invaluable service to COPA and the 

community.   They were particularly interested in 

carrying on the work commenced by Linda Raglan 

with a Youth Group.  They both undertook work that 

was quite new to them. Josie set about organising 

the library.  We had a good selection of books all 

colour graded according to difficulty and made the  

COPA: How it all began  

Part 6
by Sebert Lane

A U G U S T  2 2 ,  2 0 1 9 V O L .  2 9W W W . C O P A . I N T E R N A T I O N A LD E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7

U K  R E G I S T E R E D  C H A R I T Y :  1 0 2 7 1 1 7  

suggestion that the children be allowed to 

borrow them to take home to read. The 

teachers advised strongly against this as they 

were sure that they would be lost or spoiled. 

 In fact, Josie catalogued all the books, each 

one having a ticket which was placed in a 

child’s envelope when they took a book home. 

  The system worked extremely well and at the 

end of the year we had lost almost no books at 

all.  It was wonderful to go through the village 

and see children reading books to their 

parents, most of whom were probably 

illiterate. We were delighted to hear that when 

Matt and Josie arrived back in the UK at the 

end of 1996 they became Mr and Mrs Barlow 

and both went to work for CAP (Christian’s 

Against Poverty). Matt became the Chief 

Executive of CAP, a position he still holds 

today.  You will all have heard of CAP by now 

as it has received many honours having done 

tremendous work lifting very poor people out 

of poverty. 

Also in 1995 the Reception room was 

completed by a strong group from Virginia 

who worked with local help to erect the room 

to roof level in just two weeks!   

During this year the ambulance service was 

extremely busy and the COPA clinic was 

brilliantly managed by Christina, our German 

nurse. 

Early in the year a young Haitian man called 

Dichoso came to La Hoya on an almost daily 

basis to work on the buildings.  He was a good 

plasterer and plastering being a task which 

takes time to learn his contribution was 

invaluable.   On one particular evening he had 

worked later than usual and I offered to take 

him home in my truck.  I had heard of Bombita 

but never visited it previously.   When I saw 

Bombita I was appalled by the unbelievable 

conditions there.  The village is inhabited by 

Haitian migrants who at that time received 

very little from the Government. They were far 

worse than I had seen in La Hoya some 4 years 

previously!  There was no sanitation  



A U G U S T  2 2 ,  2 0 1 9 V O L .  2 9W W W . C O P A . I N T E R N A T I O N A LD E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7

U K  R E G I S T E R E D  C H A R I T Y :  1 0 2 7 1 1 7  

whatsoever, the only water there came from an 

irrigation ditch which ran past the village. Water 

was pumped through this ditch from the river to 

water the sugar fields. women did their washing 

and washed up, the community bathed, animals 

cooled off and water was taken home for the 

family!  There was a school in Bombita but it only 

had two rooms and was so full of children that 

their teacher barely had room to move around. 

 Other classes met under lean to temporary 

corrugated iron roofs or in neighbours’ houses.  If 

the children needed the toilets they simply 

disappeared into the bush which the entire 

village did too.   I must say that had I seen 

Bombita earlier the first COPA school would 

probably have been there! 

In spite of the huge undertaking COPA USA, 

COPA UK and Guernsey agreed to undertake a 

project similar to the La Hoya one in Bombita. 

 The huge problem was land and the story of how 

we came by it was remarkable.  We approached 

the sugar corporation who owned all the 

surrounding land but without result.  There was 

no room in the village itself.   Then, we heard that 

the Roman Catholic Church owned a large field 

right next to the village.  We decided that we 

would approach the Roman Catholic Monsignor. 

 I think Matt came with me to that meeting as his 

Spanish was better than mine. 

We were warmly received but assured that 

the Church owned no land in Bombita. 

 Indeed, we were told that if the Roman 

Catholic Church had any land there they 

would have given it to us as they appreciated 

the great needs of that Haitian community. 

Who then did own the land?   Matt Barlow 

undertook to investigate that and try to find 

out the owner, as until a few years previously 

it had been farmed.   We learned that the 

farmer did not come from Bombita but had 

killed a man in the village and had been 

imprisoned though was now free! 

Matt went to the Ayuntamiento, which was 

the Town Council offices some distance 

away, which had oversight of Bombita, where 

he searched the land registers.   Here to his 

surprise he found the land WAS registered in 

the name of the Roman Catholic Church and 

this had been done by a Spanish Catholic 

Priest.   This needed further investigation and 

we uncovered a remarkable story.   The 

murderer had been thrown into jail and the 

Priest, who was a Spaniard “negotiated” his 

release for the sum of just US$500!   The land 

was transferred in exchange for the $500. 

 However, as the Priest was not a Dominican 

he could not own land in the Dominican 

Republic.  He had therefore registered it in   

Virginian Workgroup building Preschool

he name of the Church and 

presumably not informed the Church 

authorities. This story was 

corroborated by the murderer who I 

found lived a few miles away and 

said he had no claim to the land as he 

had sold it to get out of jail.  Armed 

with a copy of the registration we 

returned to see the Monsignor.   As 

good as his word he said he would 

arrange for the land to be transferred 

to COPA. Unfortunately, that was not 

the end of the story.   A lady in a 

nearby village heard we now had an 

interest in the land and claimed that 

the land belonged to her!   
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She said she had bought it off the Priest before he 

returned to Spain and produced a piece of paper 

signed by the Priest transferring the land to her.  It 

was simply a roughly handwritten receipt on a 

page torn from a note book for the amount she 

had paid him in exchange for the land.  The 

transaction had not been legally registered. 

 However, we had to agree with the Monsignor 

whom we had to bother again, that though she 

probably had no legal right to the land she had 

bought it in good faith and had a moral right to 

claim ownership.  It was agreed that if we could 

persuade the lady concerned to sell COPA the 

land, the Roman Catholic Church, being the 

registered owners, would transfer it to us.  After 

much negotiating a reasonable price for the land 

was agreed and COPA became the owners of the 

excellent site which abutted the village boundary. 

Doreen and I had to return to the UK twice 

in 1995 - in February upon the death of my 

mother and then in April for a planned three 

months tour to raise funds for the Bombita 

project, visiting Sarasota Florida on the way back. 

 This was a busy trip and the list of presentations 

made to schools, churches and via radio a very 

long one. However it was a fruitful trip and COPA  

Below: Volunteer housing built by Matt 
and Josie 

Right: Children in the library

USA, COPA UK and COPA in Guernsey gave the 

project their full support and many new sponsors 

were found.  However, having bought the land 

and found sponsors we still needed a large sum 

for construction!  Once more the totally 

unexpected happened.  Whilst in Guernsey we 

had met with my former secretary, Enid Bamforth 

and her husband for the first time since our days in 

the 1960’s working in the Bahamas. This was our 

first meeting in well over 20 years.  During our 

meal Enid asked about COPA and Doreen passed 

her a brochure.  Shortly afterwards we left for the 

USA and there I received a telephone call with a 

message from Enid who wanted me urgently to

call man, whom I didn’t know, in San Francisco 

about COPA.  The call was made and to my 

astonishment I was asked to send a copy of our 

proposal for Bombita for consideration by a trust 

fund there.  Within a few days we heard COPA had 

been awarded a substantial grant which would be 

sufficient to build at least the first four classrooms! 

 Once again God had provided! 

This is a good place to end this instalment of how 

it all began.  The next will end the story as I shall 

relate some of many wonderful things that 

happened after we finally returned home to the 

UK in 1996. 
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From  Everyone  at  COPA

Merry Christmas 
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Treasurer: 

Mr David Rush 

Flat 98, 

Block B The Paragon, 

Boston Park Road, 

 BRENTFORD, 

Middlesex, TW8 9RP 

 

Sponsorship Secretary for 

both La Hoya and Bombita: 

Mrs Sandra Samways 

57 Pauls Croft, 

CRICKLADE,  

Wiltshire, SN6 6AJ 

 

Treasurer: COPA Guernsey 

Mr Peter Keeling 

Les Poplairs,  

Rue du Felconte, 

 ST SAVIOURS,  

Guernsey, GY7 9QD 

 

Guernsey Sponsorship 

Secretary: 

Mrs Margaret Keeling 

Les Poplairs,  

Rue du Felconte,  

ST SAVIOURS,  

Guernsey, GY7 9QD 

COPA UK CONTACT NAMES 
AND ADDRESSES

The address for your letters and cards is: 

 

Child’s name and sponsorship number 

Escuela de COPA (Bombita or La Hoya) 

Apartado 42 

BARAHONA 

Dominican Republic 

 

Please write your name and address on the 

reverse of the envelope. This will help the 

volunteers when they are delivering the letters 

and cards. 

 

Alternatively send an email to 

 

copadr2002@gmail.com 

 

with your student's name and number in the 

subject line. It will be printed off and given to 

your student. 

New Website

Have you looked at our new website? It's 

updated regularly with photos and stories from

Bombita and La Hoya. You can also view this 

newsletter in full colour. 

Contacting the DR

Editor: 
Bryony Clear Hill


